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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1925 


OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

TO  THE 

STOCKBRIDGE  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Steepleton, 

Stockbridge, 

June  1st,  1926. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  to>  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  your  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict. 

District. 

The  District  is  divided  into  two  sub-districts,  namely, 
Stockbridge  and  Broughton. 

The  Stockbridge  sub-district  consists  of  the  villages  of 
Leckford,  Longstock,  Stockbridge,  Houghton,  Bossington, 
and  Brook,  lying  in  the  Test  Valley  proper,  and  also  of 
the  villages  of  Kings  Somborne,  Ashley,  Little  Somborne, 
Upper  Somborne,  Upper  and  Lower  Eldon,  which  lie  on 
the  hills  and  in  the  valleys  around. 

The  Broughton  sub-district  consists  of  Broughton  and 
the  three  Wallops  lying  on  a  tributary  stream  of  the  Test 
River,  together  with  the  villages  of  East  and  West 
Tytherley  and  a  part  of  East  Dean. 
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Physical  Features. 

The  sub-soiil  is  chalk  with  occasional  strata  of  gravel, 
except  in  the  valleys,  where  it  is  of  a  peaty  nature. 

Area. 

The  District  covers  an  area  of  42,604  acres. 
Population. 

The  population  at  the  1911  Census  was  6,485,  which 
gives  the  approximate  average  number  of  occupants  per 
house  as  4. 

Occupation  of  Inhabitants. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  sub-districts 
is  essentially  agricultural,  with  two  exceptions: — < 

(i)  Stables  for  training  racehorses  give  employment 
to  a  certain  number  of  men  and  lads. 

(ii)  The  demolition  of  the  two  large  aerodromes  in  the 
district  has  provided  work  for  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Housing  Accom  modation . 

The  House  Accommodation  is  not  as  good  as  one 
would  like  to  see  it. 

Many  cottages  are  sadly  in  need  of  repair  and  my 
remarks  on  this  subject  in  my  1924  report  still  hold  good. 

In  some  cases  there  is  certainly  overcrowding,  but  one 
cannot  definitely  state  that  the  health  of  the  children  has 
been  in  any  way  impaired  bv  want  of  better  conditions. 

Sanitation. 

There  is  no'  recognised  Drainage  system  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  In  the  smaller  houses  and  cottages  the  bucket 
system  is  insisted  upon,  and  in  the  Large  houses  septic 
tanks  and  cesspits  with  overflows  are  the  rule. 
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In  my  report  for  1924,  I  called  attention  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  “  Bound  Worm  in  districts  where  drinking 
water  was  drawn  from  shallow  wells,  and  emphasised  the 
need  for  efficient  burial  of  excreta. 

Lectures  on  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  “  Bound 
Worm  ”  have  been  given  by  Dr.  Lyster’s  Medical 
Officers  in  the  district,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  this 
parasite  has  not  been  so  prevalent,  especially  in  the  latter 
part  of  19215. 

Drinking  Water. 

The  drinking  water  in  the  district  is  derived  from  wells 
or  sunken  pipes. 

On  the  hills  where  the  wells  are  deep  and  the  water 
comes  through  the  clialK  a  very  high  degree  of  hardness 
is  found. 

Stockbridge  Water  Supply. 

It  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  during  this  year 
(1926)  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  from  the  village  of 
Stockbridge  are  forced  to  drink  river  water,  either  because 
their  cottages  are  not  supplied  with  wells  or  pumps  or 
because  the  existing  pumps  are  out  of  order. 

This  state  of  affairs  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue. 

A  roll  of  the  houses  of  Stockbridge  with  the  means  of 
obtaining  drinking  water  has  been  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Board  under  a 
separate  cover. 

Isolation. 

The  understanding  with  the  Authorities  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Old  Sarum  still  holds  good. 

Any  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  cannot  be  effi¬ 
ciently  isolated  in  their  own  homes,  or  who  might  be  a 
menace  to  the  health  of  others  around,  are  sent  for  by 
ambulance  and  conveyed  to  this  Hospital.  Cases  of  typhoid 
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Fever  can  generally  be  sent  to  the  General  Hospital  at 
Winchester  under  the  usual  Hospital  Scheme. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Chicken  Pox  is  no  longer  notifiable  in  the  district. 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year 
in  the  district :  — 

One  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 

One  at  Furzedown. 

Two  in  Broughton. 

One  in  Kings  Somhorne. 

The  patient  in  the  House,  a  boy  of  four,  was  isolated 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Chiiworth  after  his  recovery. 

The  patient  at  Furzedown  was  sent  to  Old  Sarum 
Isolation  Hospital  at  the  wish  of  his  employer — the  em¬ 
ployer  paying  expenses. 

The  two  cases  that  occurred  in  Broughton  were  both 
little  girls. 

One  had  developed  the  disease  after  her  admission  into 
Salisbury  Infirmary  and  had  been  sent  on  to  Old  Sarum, 
and  the  other  was  isolated  in  her  own  home. 

The  patient  at  Kings  Som  borne,  a  boy,  developed  the 
disease  on  his  return  from  hop-picking.  He  was  dis¬ 
patched  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Old  Sarum. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

One  case  of  facial  erysipelas  and  cases  of  measles, 
German  measles,  chicken  pox  and  whboping  cough 
occurred  during  the  year. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  typhoid  fever  were  notified. 
Tuberculosis. 

One  case  of  tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  was  notified 
during  the  year. 
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The  patient,  a  man  in  Kings  Somborne,  was  seen  by 
one  of  Dr.  Ly ster’s  Medical  Officers.  Unfortunately,  he 
refused  treatment  at  a  {Sanatorium  and  died  in  January, 
1926. 

The  house  was  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspection  of  School  Children. 

The  inspection  of  school  children  is  carried  out  through 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Children  found  to  be  suffering  from  any  disability  are 
referred  to  their  own  doctors. 

Schools  can  only  be  closed  with  the  consent  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  1925. 

Birth-rate. 

During  the  year  1925,  89'  births  were  registered,  49  in 
the  Stockbridge,  and  40  in  the  Broughton  sub-districts. 
There  were  6  illegitimate  children — 3i  males  and  3  females. 

Death-rate .  • 

Sixty -seven  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year, 
44  in  the  Stockbridge  and  23  in  the  Broughton  sub -dis¬ 
tricts. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — Senile 
Decay,  18;  Cardiac  Disease,  13;  Cancer,  11;  Premature 
Birth,  4;  Tuberculosis,  3;  Bronchitis,  2;  Brights  Disease, 
2;  Lymphadenoma,  2;  Arterial  Sclerosis,  2;  Accidental,  2; 
Other  Causes,  8. 

Ages  at  Death. 

Six  infants  under  one  year  died  during  1925.  The 
causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — Premature  Birth,  4; 
Congenital  Heart  Disease,  1 ;  Spinal  Bifida,  1. 

Twenty-seven  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  one 
year  and  65  years,  and  34  deaths  were  registered  from  age 
65  years  and  upwards. 
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Poor  Law  Institute. 

There  were  6  deaths  in  the  Stockbridge  Infirmary, 
2  males  and  4  females. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:  — 

Senile  Decay  at  the  ages  of  100,  86,  82,  75. 
Brights  Disease  at  the  age  of  33. 

Lymphadenoma  at  the  age  of  40.  . 

Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  supply  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  is 
fair. 

A  great  deal  of  milk  is  still  sent  away  to  distant  towns. 
Disinfection. 

Disinfection  after  notifiable  disease  is  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Luiger  Apparatus  with  Formalin  and  Mineralised 
-  Methylated  Spirit  is  used. 

Appended  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Hunt. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

WALTER,  K.  LOVELESS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Broughton, 

Stockbridge,  Hants. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Sir,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  the 
work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 

Periodical  Inspections  have  been  made  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  district  in  accordance  with  the  Public,  Etc., 
Acts. 


Visits  to  Premises.  The  number  of  visits  and  re-visits 
to  premises  were  52. 

Complaints.  Seven  complaints  were  received,  which 
were  investigated  and  all  necessary  action  was  taken. 

Disinfection.  Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  after 
the  removal  or  recovery  of  infectious  disease . 

Verminous,  1;  Tuberculosis,  4;  Scarlet  E’ever,  2; 

Typhoid,  1;  Chicken  Pox,  1  ;  Mumps,  1. 

The  method  of  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  by 
fumigation,  both  gaseous  and  spray.  Disinfection  fluids 
have  also  been  distributed  for  subsequent  cleansing. 

House  to  House  Inspections.  This  work  has  been 
done  as  time  permitted,  but  no  systematic  inspection  has 
been  carried  out  owing  to  the  lack  of  time,  this  is  rather 
unfortunate  as  inspection  under  the  Housing  Mts  are 
rather  in  arrears. 

Water  Supply  for  the  district  is  principally  derived 
from  shallow  wells.  Applications  have  been  received  for 
five  water  certificates  during  the  year ;  these  havq  been 

granted. 
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Slaughter  Houses.  These  have  been  periodically 
visited,  in  addition  to  the  inspection  made  under  the  new 
Orders.  There  are  11  slaughter  houses;  these  are  gener¬ 
ally  found  to  be  clean,  though  there  could  be  much 
improvement  with  them  regarding  water  supply  and 
drainage. 

Under  the  new  Order,  461  notifications  of  slaughter 
have  been  made;  more  than  this  number  of  inspections 
have  been  made,  because  persons  having  regular  days 
for  slaughtering  do  not  notify. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  15  bakehouses;  these  have 
been  visited  twice  per  year  and  lime  washing  ordered  as 
required. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  There  are  40  retail  purveyors 
of  milk  and  36  cowkeepers  and  wholesale  purveyors  of 
milk. 

These  have  been  inspected  as  time  allows.  Notices 
have  been  served  in  some  cases  asking  for  improvements, 
which  in  two'  cases  will  result  in  the  construction  of  more 
suitable  buildings. 

Better  effort  is  being  made  in  the  production  of  clean 
milk,  but  there  is  still  room  for  much  improvement  in  this 
direction  among  those  milking  and  responsible  for  milk¬ 
ing. 

New  Cottages.  Six  new  cottages  were  built  during 
the  year;  there  is  room  for  much  greater  activity  with 
regard  to  this,  private  enterprise  does  not  appear  to  be 
taking  full  advantage  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1923-24. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  HUNT, 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


